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Mururoa: Women and Nuclear 
Testing in the Pacific* 
Jodie Brownlee (Greenpeace Australia) 
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In 1995 Jacques Chirac, the 
President of France, was declared 

and outlaw and a 'wanted man' by 
women in the region. 

* All photoyaphs from Grecnpeace Australia 
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Women suggested 
alternative arms strategies 

Women activists in the 
Australia -Asia -Pacific 

region have always been 
major players in the anti- 

nuclear movement. 

In 1973 Ann-Marie Green 
Horne rescued her film of 
the French assault on the 
Greenpeace ship at 
Mururoa by concealing 
her film in her vagina. 

The name 'Rainbow Warrior' (the Greenpeace ship destroyed by French 
government terrorism in New Zealand) came from a 300-year-old prophecy of 
an old Cree woman named Eyes of Fire . . . 'there would be a time when the 

Earth would be ravaged of its resources, the sea blackened, the stream poisoned. 
. . . The Indian would . . . teach the White man reverence for the Earth, banding 

together. . . to become warriors of the rainbow. . .' 



The amount of the 
resumption of French 

nuclear testing at Mururoa 
atoll in 1995 produced 
mass-based anger and 

demonstrations in the Asia/ 
Pacific region. 

Women from all nations 
in the region are key 
players in demonstrating 
against this act of war. 

Chirac's actions remind 
many women in the region 

of the horrendous cost of 
previous acts of nuclear 

. . . 

terrorlsm agamst mnocent 

populations. 

Women are crucial because we have been, traditionally, more concerned about 
long-term environmental impacts and protection. Now more of us are positioned 
in corporations, unions and government where we can influence what happens 

to the future 
. . . We CAN make a difference . . . and ARE . . . 
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